§17.1

§17.2

§17.3

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
FOR THE

UNITED STATES CAPITOL GROUNDS

AMENDED JULY 28, 2016

Chapter 17

Union Square

General Prohibition of Commercial Activity

All activity on Capitol Grounds is regulated by and subject to all Capitol Police Board
regulations. However, certain commercial activity described below is allowed at the
parcel of land known as Union Square to the extent that it was allowable on or before
December 23, 2011. (P.L. 113-76.)

All other commercial activity that is generally prohibited on Capitol Grounds, and not
specifically allowed pursuant to this Chapter, remains prohibited within Union Square.

Union Square

Union Square is described as the property which is bounded on the north by
Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest, on the east by First Street Northwest and First
Street Southwest, on the south by Maryland Avenue Southwest, and on the west
by Third Street Southwest and Third Street Northwest. This comprises the area
transferred to the Architect of the Capitol under Section 1202 of the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Act, 2012.

Authority of the United States Capitol Police Board

Pursuant to Public Law 113-76, the Capitol Police Board may
promulgate regulations (in consultation with the Committee on House
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Administration and the Committee on Rules and Administration of the Senate)
regarding the use of Union Square pursuant to the Capitol Police Board’s
authority under Section 14 of the Act of July 31, 1946 (2 U.S.C. § 1969).

Commercial Activity

§ 17.4.1 Definition — The only commercial Activities permitted on Union Square are
the taking of photographs, filming, and sales of articles and printed material (only
books, newspapers, leaflets, pamphlets, buttons and bumper stickers) associated with
the permitted activity. The sale of food, food items, or other perishable items shall not
be permitted.

8 17.4.2 Definition — “Person”, as used in these regulations, includes any individual,
company, or other entity, whether public or private, for profit or not for profit.

Permits

Prior to engaging in commercial activity within Union Square a person shall obtain a
permit from the United States Capitol Police. In order to request a permit, an
application shall be filed with the United States Capitol Police Special Events Section,
and may be subject to a security assessment by the Chief of the United States Capitol
Police (“Chief”) or designee.

All applications for commercial activity permits must be submitted in writing to the
United States Capitol Police Special Events Section at least ten (10) business days in
advance of the proposed commercial activity.

Should the Chief fail to act on a properly completed and timely filed application within
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the date of the proposed commercial activity, such
application shall be deemed denied.

No permit, other than still photography permits, shall be issued for more than 7
consecutive days nor may permits be issued for consecutive 7 day periods to the same
applicant.

No permitted activity shall be for more than 23 consecutive hours unless good cause is
shown on the permit application and a waiver is granted by the Capitol Police Board.
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Prohibited ltems and Activities

The following items/activities are prohibited within Union Square:
Firearms
Replica firearms
Knives
Mace or pepper spray
Ammunition
Explosives and fireworks
Open flame
Alcohol
Commercial Advertisement not associated with permitted activity
Sale of food and beverages
Climbing, jumping, hanging, or swinging onto or into any landscaping or
architectural feature
Swimming, wading, or entering the Reflecting Pool
m. The use of model rockets, remote or manually-controlled model
gliders, model airplanes or unmanned aircrafts, model boats, and model cars
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Security Assessments

8 17.7.1 Security Assessment — The Chief or designee may require a security
assessment of any activity or items included in a permit application.

8§ 17.7.2 Inspections — All items and vehicles transporting items to be used at Union
Square shall be subject to inspection at a time and place determined by the United
States Capitol Police.

§ 17.8 Permit Fees

§ 17.8.1 Permit Fees - The terms and conditions of a permit issued by the Chief will
require the person to whom the permit is issued to pay a fee to cover any costs incurred
by the Architect of the Capitol as a result of the issuance of the permit. The United
States Capitol Police shall collect the fee on behalf of the Architect of the Capitol upon
the issuance of a permit in such a manner as determined by the United States Capitol
Police in consultation with the Architect of the Capitol.

§ 17.8.2 Approval of the Fee Structure — The Capitol Police Board
shall approve the fee structure for permits.

§ 17.8.3 Review of the Fee Structure — The Capitol Police Board shall review the
permit fee structure annually. Any proposed changes to the fee structure shall be
approved in writing by the Capitol Police Board.
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8 17.8.4 Capitol Trust Account — Any permit fee that is collected by the United States
Capitol Police on behalf of the Architect of the Capitol shall be transferred to the
“Capitol Trust Account” established in the Treasury of the United States.

8 17.8.5 Use of Funds — Amounts in the Capitol Trust Account shall be available
without fiscal year limitation for such maintenance, improvements, and projects with
respect to Union Square as the Architect of the Capitol considers appropriate, subject to
the approval of the Committees on Appropriations of the United States House of
Representatives and Senate.

8 17.8.6 Publication of Fees — The Chief, upon the approval of the Capitol Police
Board, may amend the fees on 30 days published notice. Any permit issued prior to
such notice shall not be subject to the amended fees.

Fee Schedule and Other Requirements

§ 17.9.1 Still Photography Fees — The following shall be the per day fee for an
application to photograph at Union Square and the Grant Statue consistent with the fees
that had previously been collected by the National Park Service:

1-10 people photographed $50 per day
11-30 people phot®graphed: $150 per day
Over 30 people photographed: $250 per day

Still photography permits shall only be valid for 30 days from the date of issuance. No
bond shall be required when the activity relates solely to still photography at the Grant
Statute.

8 17.9.2 Filming Fees — The following shall be the per day fee for an application to
film at Union Square and the Grant Statue consistent with the fees that had previously
been collected by the National Park Service:

1-10 people on set: $150 per day
11-30 people on set: $250 per day
31-49 people on set: $500 per day
Over 50 people on set: $750 per day

§ 17.9.3 Bond — At the discretion of the Chief, in consultation with the Architect of the

Capitol, a bond may be required as a condition of a permit issued for commercial use of
Union Square except as stated herein. Such bond shall be based on the cost estimate by
the Architect of the Capitol. Such estimate shall be based on current estimates of labor

and overtime rates plus materials needed to support the permitted activity and to restore
the property to its condition prior to the permitted activity.
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8 17.9.4 Insurance — The Chief of the United States Capitol Police in consultation with
the Architect of the Capitol may require proof of liability insurance (naming the United
States as an additional insured) as a condition of a permit being issued for the
commercial use of Union Square.

Denial of Permit Application

8 17.10.1 Denial of Permit Application — A permit application may be denied after a
security assessment if it is determined that the commercial activity or any items
associated with the activity pose a risk to the safety and security of the United States
Capitol complex, Members of Congress, staff, or visitors; or if it is determined that the
requested activity would create an unreasonable risk of damage to Capitol Grounds
which could not be repaired or adequately covered by a bond; or if Union Square is
otherwise unavailable on the date(s)/time(s) requested. A permit may also be denied if
the permit application does not contain sufficient information for a determination to be
made as to whether a permit should be issued or if the required fees are not submitted in
full with the permit application.

The Chief or designee shall notify the permit applicant, in writing (where time allows),
of the reason for the denial of the permit application. (Email communication may also
be used.)

§ 17.10.2 Resubmission — A permit applicant may resubmit a commercial activity
application that has been denied if the application has been cured of all identified
deficiencies and all security/safety or architectural concerns have been resolved.

8 17.10.3 Appeal — A permit applicant may submit a written appeal of the denial of a
permit (including permits denied through inaction under 814.5) to the Capitol Police
Board within 10 days of receipt of the denial of the permit application or within 10 days
of the denial of a permit by inaction. The appeal must include a copy of the written
denial (if there is one), state the reasons why the permit should be issued, and include
any additional factors that the applicant would like the Capitol Police Board to consider.
The Capitol Police Board shall issue a written decision (email may also be used) on the
appeal within 10 business days after the appeal is received. All decisions of the Capitol
Police Board are final. However, an applicant whose appeal has been denied may
resubmit a permit application curing all deficiencies contained in the original
application or curing all issues/concerns identified in the security assessment.



